
 
 

 
P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  A g e n d a  

M a y  2 1 ,  2 0 2 5  
 

I. Call to Order 5:30 pm  

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call  

II. Public Comment 
Any agenda item – 3 min. limit 

III. Consent Items   
A. Approval of agenda  
B. Approval of Planning Commission 4/16/2025 minutes 

 
IV. Public Hearing 

A. Rezoning – Hillsdale College – 335 N West, 337 N West & 315 Summit 

V. Old Business 
A. No old business. 

 
VI. New Business  

A. No new business. 
 

VII. Zoning Administrator Report 

VIII. Commissioners’ Comments 

IX. Public Comment 
Any Commission related item – 3 min. limit 

X. Adjournment  
Next meeting: Wednesday, June 18, 2025 at 5:30 pm 

P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  
97 North Broad Street 

Hillsdale, Michigan  49242-1695 
(517) 437-6440   Fax: (517) 437-6450 



City of Hillsdale  

Planning Commission 

City Hall Council Chambers 

4/16/2025 

5:30 PM 

 

I. Call to Order 

Meeting opened at 5:30 pm followed by the Pledge of Allegiance, and Roll 

Call. 

 

II. Members Present: 

Present: Matt Kniffin, Roma Rogers, Eric Moore, Jack Shelley, William 

Morrisey, Kerry Laycock 

Absent: Christian Winters 

Public: Alan Beeker, Jack McClain 

III. Public Comment: 

n/a 

 

IV. Consent Agenda and Minutes 

Addendum to Agenda: Hillsdale Colleg Rezoning 

Motion to approve: Laycock 

Second: Morrisey 

All in favor 

 

V. Public Hearing 

Motion to approve both Amendments and CIP together: Laycock and Morrisey 

All in Favor 

Kniffin misunderstood vote requested that we discuss each amendment 

separately. Laycock offered to amend the vote and discuss each separately.  

Morrisey second 

All in favor 

 



a. Zoning Ordinance Amendments: Secs. 36-411, 36-412, 36-681, 18-103, & 

18-113,  

Motion to approve: Laycock 

 2nd: Morrisey 

All in favor 

b. Capital Improvement Plan – 2025 Update 

i. Kniffin had questions regarding the line that mentions buying more 

parkland, the line about changing out park equipment and why the 

airport expenditures don’t have projects associated with the costs.  

 

Motion to approve: Laycock 

2nd: Morrisey  

All in favor 

 

VI. Old Business  

None 

 

VII. New Business 

a. Set public hearing for Hillsdale College rezoning.  

Motion to approve setting a public hearing 5/21: Laycock 

Second: Morrisey 

All in favor 

 

VIII. Zoning Admin report 

a. Brief update on the Keefer 

 

IX. Commissioners’ Comments 

a. Laycock had some questions looking for clarity regarding the Hillsdale 

College Hotel and what PC will approve and when.  

 

X. Public Comment  

a. Jack McLain spoke regarding some concerns about the Hillsdale College 

hotel and a few other matters. 

 

XI. Adjournment  

a. Motion to adjourn: Laycock 

i. Second: Shelley 

All in favor at 6:12 PM 

 



    

TO:     
  

 Planning Commission  

FROM:  
  

 Zoning Administrator  

DATE:   
  

 May 21, 2025 
 

RE:     Hillsdale College Rezoning 
  
Background: As part of the Hillsdale College Hotel project, the college has purchased several parcels for 
the development. These parcels are to be combined with the main campus parcel. Some of the new parcels 
are not zoned C-1, College District. The College has submitted an application requesting the rezoning of 
three parcels from RD-1, One & Two Family Residential to C-1, College District. The Zoning 
Administrator is requesting the Commission recommend adoption of the rezoning to Council . 
 











ZBA 
Staf f  Report  
 
 
 

On April 3, 2025, Hillsdale College, owner of 335 N West, 337 N West and 315 Summit, submitted a 
rezoning application to the Planning Commission. The College is in the process of developing the 
area north of Galloway St for a new hotel. The College has purchased multiple parcels and 
submitted a request to combine these parcels with the main campus which extends from Galloway 
south to College Ave. The three parcels noted are currently zoned RD-1, One and Two Family 
Residential. The adjacent parcels are zoned C-1, College. The rezoning application requests that 
the three parcels be rezoned to C-1. 

335 N West – 006-222-277-08 
The following described premises situated in the City of Hillsdale, County of Hillsdale and 
State of Michigan, to-wit: the west 7 rods of Lot 87, Block D, E. Martindale’s Addition to 
the Village, now City of Hillsdale, according to the recorded plat thereof, as recorded in 
Liber AV of Deeds, Page 389, Hillsdale County Records. 

 
337 N West – 006-222-277-07 

The following described premises situated in the City of Hillsdale, County of Hillsdale and 
State of Michigan, to-wit: the west 10 rods of Lot 86, Block D, E. Martindale’s Addition 
to the Village, now City of Hillsdale, according to the recorded plat thereof, as recorded in 
Liber AV of Deeds, Page 389, Hillsdale County Records. 

 
315 Summit – 006-222-278-06 

The following described premises situated in the City of Hillsdale, County of Hillsdale and 
State of Michigan, to-wit: Lots 39 and 40, E. Martindale’s Addition to the City of Hillsdale, 
according to the recorded plat thereof, as recorded in Liber AV of Deeds, Page 389, 
Hillsdale County Records. Included therein is that portion of the west half of the vacated 
alley lying adjacent thereto on the east. 

 
Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the rezoning of the three parcels mentioned from 
RD-1, One and Two Family Residential to C-1, College. Staff also requests that the Commission 
recommend adoption by Council same. 

A L A N  C .  B E E K E R  
Z O N I N G  A D M I N I S T R A T O R  

97 NORTH BROAD STREET 
HILLSDALE, MICHIGAN  49242-1695 

(517) 437-6449   FAX: (517) 437-6450 
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